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Life. Changing.

PRACTICE.
Hands-on opportunities coupled with 

dedicated professors, and a supportive 
community have set Phillip on the path 

to leadership.

feeling lost and unsure of what to do 
next. A member of the leadership 

program in the CSU Pueblo community 
welcomed him and made Phillip feel 

sure that this was the place for him. 
Since that decision, several

hands-on classes and a prestigious 
internship with a major international 
company have put him on the path to 

becoming a future leader himself.
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El Cinco de Mayo Activities  

to be held at Plaza Verde Park 

   Because of the Covid pandemic, El Cinco in Pueblo, organized 
by El Movimiento Sigue, is forgoing the fiesta in the park for an 
immunization clinic, food give away and the Cinco Cruise through 
the barrios and neighborhood. 
   The 51st Annual Cinco de Mayo in Pueblo is dedicated to two 
dearly loved activists and community organizers — Rita J. 
Martinez and Freddy “Freak” Trujillo. 
   This year, Plaza Verde Park, Hudson Ave and Ash St., on the 
East Side is the focal point. The immunization and food 
distribution will take place from 9 a.m. To 1 p.m. at two different 
locations in the park 
   If you haven’t had your Covid vaccination shot, this is your 
chance. No preregistration is required. The Pueblo County Health 
Department is overseeing the clinic. The vaccine being used is 
Pfizer and requires a second shot. Appointments for a second 
shot will be made at the time. 
   Food basket distribution will also begin at 9 a.m. and will be 
passed out on a first-come, first-served basis until we run out, or 
it’s 1 p.m. One basket to a family.  
   As part of this year’s modified Cinco de Mayo, we will be 
hosting a community cruise.  We will gather at Plaza Verde Park 
at 4:30 p.m. The cruise through Pueblo will begin at 5:00 p.m..  
Participants can include lowriders, car clubs, motorcycle clubs, 
and anybody else who wants to join this mobile celebration of 
Cinco de Mayo. Participants are encouraged to decorate their 
vehicles for the occasion. We will have a set route that will wind 
us throughout Pueblo. Cultural entertainment and activities will be 
held in a drive-through format at designated city parks along the 
route. Last year we had more than 100 participating vehicles.     
Let’s see if we can top that!  
   Que Viva El Cinco de Mayo!

Cinco de Mayo CRUISE - 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021 

Parks are in order of 
progression 

• START 5 pm. - Plaza Verde 
Park - Hudson & Ash 

• St. Anne’s Church/Park  13th 
& Beaumont/Juan Madrid 

Av. 
• Mitchell Park - 12th & 

LaCrosse 
• Mineral Palace Park on 

Santa Fe Dr. 
• Donley Park (W. 15th & Park 

Ave.) 
• City Park 

Goodnight Ave 
• Bessemer Park 

Northern Avenue & Lake
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Photo by Chapo Ortega 
El Cinco de Mayo committee and supporters pose for group photo at the end of the 2020 Cinco Cruise 
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50th Cinco de Mayo in photos by Chapo Ortega
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By JUAN ESPINOSA 
LA CUCARACHA


   Freddie “Freak” Trujillo, 81, a 
Chicano Movement warrior 
disguised as a hippie, died in May 
2020 after a long and courageous 
fight against cancer.

   He was a character who had a knack 
for making people laugh, and to think. 
Early in his life he learned to stand up 
for himself and he was true to his 
convictions.

   Trujillo will be remembered as one 
who recognized the historical 
significance of the Chicano civil rights 
movement. He was the first to donate 
his personal papers, photographs, 8mm 
movies and audio recordings to the 
Colorado Chicano Movement Archives 
at Colorado State University-Pueblo 
more than 10 years ago.

   The mountain of materials he donated 
represents more than one man’s journey 
— it is an important contribution to the 
Chicano Movement story.

   According to his autobiography 
“Freddie Freaks Out/Freddie Speaks 
Out” published in 2018, Trujillo’s story 
began on Oct. 15, 1938 in Trinidad, 
three months after his father had died in 
a car wreck. His mother was deaf as at 
the result of a botched tonsillectomy 
and poor. By age 7 he sold pop bottles 
and newspapers to pitch in. Life was 
hard.

  By 16, he was a high school dropout 
selling newspapers and shining shoes 
on Denver’s Larimer Street.

  In his own words, Trujillo talked about 
those early years when he learned to 
hustle on the streets of Denver. Life 
came fast, alcoholism, drugs, marriage, 
fatherhood, and an apprenticeship as a 

printer. Rehabilitation was the light that 
led him into the future he will be 
remembered for.

   After a divorce and separation, he 
became a hippie who tripped between 
“Bezerkly” and Boulder. His skills 
included advanced Frisbee sailing and 
joint rolling. Years later when he 
developed carpal tunnel syndrome in 
his wrists and thumbs, he told the 
doctor it was because he rolled millions 
of joints at Woodstock. He never went 
to Woodstock, but the rest was true.

   In the early 1970s, Trujillo became 
“Freddie Freak” because with his Afro 
mane of hair, beard and lifestyle he was 
a doppelgänger for one of the comic 
book Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers 
characters.

   When the United Mexican American 
Students formed and began bringing 
the Chicano Movement to campus, he 
watched with amused trepidation.

   In his book, with his tongue firmly 
tucked into his cheek, he talks about 
how UMAS and Chicano activists had 
been red-baited by CU Regent Joseph 
Coors as communists. He said had 
promised God that he would never 
become one. However, after dancing up 
a storm in the Glen Miller Ballroom, and 
enjoying a feast of Mexican food in the 
barrio of metal huts area where many of 
the Chicano students were housed, he 
changed his mind.


   “I talked about it with my higher 
power,” he writes. “I’m going to become 
a communist. The music’s right; the 
language is perfect. That’s how I first 
joined the Chicano Movement.”

   In 1973, he enrolled at the University 
of Colorado out of necessity — his three 
children — John, Jerry, and Annette — 
came to live with him. Within a few 
days, he had applied for financial aid, 
secured campus housing, got the kids 
enrolled in school, and qualified for food 
stamps.

    He quickly became immersed in 
student life. He became an activist with 
the United Mexican American Students, 
the Farm Labor Task Force, and a staff 
member of El Diario, a campus Chicano 
newspaper. Along the way he founded 
the Aztlan Boycott Coors Committee.

   A little college education went a long 
way. Soon he was on the road speaking 
in parks and union halls from Colorado 
to California about the Coors Boycott, 
Cesar Chavez’s  Grape and Lettuce 
Boycotts and other social justice issues. 
In 1973, he attended the United Farm 
Workers Union’s constitutional 
convention in Fresno.

  While at CU, he found a niche making 
audio recordings and 8 mm movies of 
historical figures like Cesar Chavez, 
Angela Davis, and Rodolfo “Corky" 
Gonzales. Ne never earned a degree, 


2021 Cinco de Mayo activities dedicated to

Freddy “Freak” Trujillo spent his final years in Pueblo and was a known for his 
Chicano pride and winning smile.

Freddy “Freak” 
Trujillo was a 
Chicano warrior 
who was best 
known as the 
chairman of the 
Boycott Coors 
Committee

See FREAK on Page 8
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   Over the past 40 years, our comadre 
Rita has been a cornerstone in 
movement building and community 
organizing. In her home community of 
Pueblo, and throughout Colorado, Rita 
has a reputation for bringing people 
together for direct action, fighting for 
justice, and building power within 
marginalized communities.  Rita became 
politicized in the 1970’s during the 
Chicano Movement while organizing 
around local police brutality issues, 
helping produce La Cucaracha 
newspaper and supporting the Pueblo 
Neighborhood Health Centers. 
   She is adamant that “el movimiento 
sigue,” “the movement continues” and it is 
apparent in her continued leadership to 
ensure culturally relevant organizing. Rita 
continues to organize events and actions 
including: Cinco de Mayo, Teatro de la 
Lucha, Abolish Columbus Day, and Dia de 
la Raza. Rita was the impetus behind the 
formation of the Colorado Chicano 
Movement Archives at CSU-Pueblo. She 
is able to wrap current issues in the 
continued documentation of the Chicano 
Movement in books and historic exhibits, 
ensuring there are historically accurate 
accounts of a movement that continues to 
form and politicize generations of Chicanx 
people. 
  
In Rita’s words... 
   “Every moment is an organizing 
opportunity, every person a potential 
activist, every minute a chance to change 
the world.”  - Dolores Huerta 
   My organizing is rooted in relationships, 
forming new relationships and actively 
maintaining long term relationships.  
   I remember visiting with Cesar Chavez 
in the 80’s and as we sat around the 
kitchen table we talked about organizing 
among people who were the most poor 

and marginalized.  We talked about how 
important it is to ask people to contribute 
to their own liberation, whether it’s time, 
money or other resources. I learned this 
over time and today, I have no problem 
asking people to donate, come to a 
meeting, or volunteer for an event. People 
want to participate and give to their 
community, but are not invited or no 
opportunity is provided.   
   As an organizer, I help the community 
recognize, amass, and flex their power. 
People sometimes seek to give personal 
recognition to me for my leadership but I 
am nothing without the power of 
community.  I spent my early years 
leading from behind, I was a support 
person and never front and center. Back 
in the day, the movement had mostly 
male spokespeople but they did not often 
provide the central leadership. The core 
leadership was highly collaborative and 
drew on the models of our ancestors — 
women and men working as a team to 
support the work of the Chicanx 
community.   
   Only out of necessity have I 
occasionally ended up in front of the 
microphone or giving a speech because 
leading from behind is where I’m most 
comfortable. It is our collective knowledge 
and passion that moves us forward, we 
are sustained by one another to continue 
the fight over the long haul. 

   I have always drawn inspiration and 
strength from the Aztec or Mexica 
calendar.  Anyone who knows me knows 
my Aztec calendar jewelry collection, the 
way I incorporate it into my home décor, 
or they’ve certainly seen the image on 
fliers I’ve produced. 
   Years ago, I made a long-awaited 
pilgrimage to Mexico. A highlight of the 
trip was touching the famous Aztec 
calendar stone at the Museo Nacional in 
Mexico City. It’s our symbol as a Chicanx 
people.  
   Today, as our people are called rapists 
and murders, exploited in the service 
industry, and used up in agricultural fields, 
this symbol speaks of the greatness of 
our Mexica identity.  It speaks to our 
sophistication, our deep understandings 
of the cosmos, and place of honor in 
human civilization. 
   If the study of epigenetics is true and 
we indeed carry at the cellular level the 
impact of trauma endured by our 
ancestors, we certainly also carry within 
us the seeds of resistance and struggle. It 
is from this place of strength and from 
these seeds that we are politicized, we 
organize and we build power.  
   The seeds in me were passed down 
through the Cortez and Martinez families. 
My maternal grandparents lived with us  

Photo Courtesy of Martinez-Ortega family 
Rita Martinez and her three children, Vicente, Neva, Rita and Tomas at a recent 
Cinco de Mayo celebration at Bessemer Park.

 Freddy “Freak” Trujillo and Rita J. Martinez

Rita J. Martinez 
was the chief 
organizer of El 
Cinco de Mayo for 
most of the 51 
years it has been 
celebrated in 
Pueblo

See RITA J. On Page 8
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and they would only speak Spanish. My 
grandparents never let me forget where 
I came from and they gifted me with a 
sense of belonging, loyalty, and 
dedication. Our families had a rich oral 
history and I loved hearing (and later 
retelling) the stories of all those who 
came before me. 
   Service to community was modeled 
by my mother, Lucy. Her service was 
rooted in our faith community, Our Lady 
of Assumption Parish, where she 
cooked for our local priests, served as 
President of the Legion of Mary, and 
delivered communion to the 
homebound.  
   My mother didn’t always understand 
the politicized nature of my organizing 
but when I talked about it in the context 
of the service she provided, the 
parallels were remarkable. Our family 
friend, Father Woodward, would often 
remind us both that,”Social justice is 
putting God’s word into action.” 
   My sense of justice can be traced to 
my childhood. As children, my brother 
and I would sell candy door to door to 
raise funds for our school. I’m a light-
skinned Chicana with blue eyes and my 
dark skinned, dark eyed brother could 
never sell more candy than me. People 
would answer the door and more 
people would buy when I was the one 
selling. When family babies were born 
and people lamented the fact the baby 
was dark or celebrated that the baby 
had light eyes or light skin, I would get 
angry and argue with the adults around 
me about their misplaced logic.  
   This sense of justice set the stage for 
my becoming politicized in college. 
David Martinez taught Chicano Studies 
at the University of Southern Colorado 
(now CSU-Pueblo) and I enrolled in his 
class as an elective while earning my 
nursing degree. Chicano studies 
opened my eyes to history that had 
been hidden from me. David was 
patient as I challenged him and 
demanded references because what I 
was now learning flew in the face of the 

history I learned in high school and as a 
child. 
   I did my own research and I felt angry, 
cheated, and sheltered by my parochial 
school education. I felt my parents had 
been cheated after making years of 
sacrifices to pay tuition for parochial 
school. I also felt grateful for the world 
that was opening up and I took 
ownership for my own learning. 
    As I met people who knew this 
history and were struggling with current 
events of civil rights movements and 
anti-war protests, I found my passion 
and responded to the call to seek 
justice. 
   I began volunteering with the staff of a 
Chicano newspaper, La Cucaracha. 
Our stories covered local injustices, 
labor struggles, health care issues, and 
ongoing police brutality. There was an 
open invitation to community to become 
involved in these fights.  
   The Brown Berets and founders of La 
Gente trained me to organize events 
like Cinco de Mayo and Dieciséis (Sept. 
16, Mexican Independence Day) 
commemorations. I finished my nursing 
degree, was working as a nurse, and 
juggled many community commitments. 
I was recruited to help start and serve 
on the board of Pueblo Neighborhood 
Health Centers and I immersed myself 
in the Chicano Movement, learning 
everything I could about community 
organizing. 

   My kids, Tomas, Vicente, and Neva, 
often tease me now that everything I 
called a family vacation was really just 
a meeting or conference we needed to 
travel to. They attended the meetings I 
did, bringing along a book or homework 
while we gathered to organize, 
demonstrate or plan.  
   My kids attended meetings with 
MEChA students from universities 
across the county and it didn’t take long 
for them to ditch their toys and begin 
carrying backpacks as they mimicked 
the college students around them. I was 
committed to ensuring that their history 
was never hidden from them and they 
responded by stepping up and working 
alongside seasoned activists and 
organizers. 
   As my kids grew, so did my work. I 
became an education advocate, 
working for over 20 years with the 
Colorado Statewide Parent Coalition to 
train parents and students to 
understand their rights, build power, 
and advocate for their communities. We 
started a community teatro group, 
writing and performing original works 
that reflected the realities of our barrios, 
schools, and workplaces.  
   For over 25 years, our family has 
organized Abolish Columbus Day 
demonstrations here in Pueblo. We 
don’t benefit from the veil of anonymity 
that exists in more urban areas, we 
often protest against people we also 
see at church or in the grocery store. 
But, we persist year after year as we 
work to make change.  
   I am grateful to be a part of this 
community and honored to do social 
justice work. The legacy I leave to my 
children and grandchildren is not one of 
fiery speeches and being the upfront 
leader of a movement, my legacy is one 
of consistently plodding along year after 
year, incorporating the values of the 
movement into our everyday lives, and 
continuing to foster strong relationships 
among a community we consider 
extended family.

FREAK from Page 7 
but was elected to a seat on the 
University’s Student Senate.  
   Trujillo and his wife Frances Castillo 
moved to Pueblo in 1978 where he 
continued his one-man speaker’s 
bureau and volunteered at La 
Cucaracha newspaper. He helped with 
distribution, and produced a news 
program for Radio KAPI. 
   Much of his collecting was 
serendipitous. For example, when a 
former UMAS student became ill and 
was dying, he left Trujillo a collection 
of thousands of photographs and 
slides. Those images are now part of 
the archive collection and already 
have been used in numerous 

publications, academic papers and 
documentary films. 
   Another collectable that fell into 
Trujillo’s lap was a mural of “Los Seis” 
— six activists who died in two car 
bombings in Boulder in 1974. Former 
Puebloan Pedro Romero painted the 
mural in the UMAS office in the CU 
student center in 1987 and it was 
being destroyed as the offices were 
being reconfigured. The mural was cut 
into seven large pieces and brought to 
Pueblo by Trujillo. In 2019, it was 
installed as part of the El Movimiento 
Chicano exhibit in the Pueblo 
Community College library. 
   Readers of The Pueblo Chieftain 
may remember his campaign to clean 

up Runyon Lake one summer. Others 
may have known him as a frequent 
volunteer at El Pueblo History 
Museum and with the “Song of 
Pueblo” concerts. 
   Friends and family are planning a 
celebration of his life after the threat of 
the pandemic passes. Cremation has 
taken place and no public services are 
planned. 
   To hear more about Freddie “Freak” 
Trujillo in his own words, listen to the 
four-part series on History Colorado’s 
podcast “Coauthored.” His book is 
available from its publisher, Vanishing 
Horizons, 
vanishinghorizons1@me.com, by 
calling  719-561-0993. 

RITA J., from Page 7

Supporters of Rita J. Martinez draped the 
Columbus Statue in the Pueblo’s Mesa 
Junction in red on the day of her funeral.

mailto:vanishinghorizons1@me.com
mailto:vanishinghorizons1@me.com
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BY JUAN ESPINOSA 
La Cucaracha 
   Apparently the coalition of protesters 
who want the city to take down the 
Columbus statue is not going to go 
quietly into the night. 
   On recent Sundays, the 
demonstrations against what the 
activists term a symbol of white 
supremacy, genocide and racism have 
resumed sporadically. On April 25, some 
of the protesters showed up at the 
bicycle races on Union Avenue and the 
next day made a presentation to the 
Pueblo City Council at a work session. 
   Tomas Martinez-Ortega told council 
members the demands are simple, 
“Take down all things Columbus” on tax-
supported public property. 
   Martinez-Ortega provided council 
members with volumes of written 
materials detailing the crimes and 
atrocities of Columbus and those who 
followed. The crimes against the 
indigenous peoples he encountered 
included: 
• Taking 5,000 natives back to Spain; 

many who died on the voyage were 
tossed into the sea, 

• Cutting hands of children off for failing 
to deliver their quota of gold, 

• Hanging natives in groups of 13 — 
representing Christ and the 12 
apostles, 

• Starting the transAtlantic slave trade. 
  As long as the Columbus bust remains 
proudly displayed in the Mesa Junction, 
Pueblo will continue to be seen as a 
“sanctuary of bigotry to the Proud Boys 
and the Sons of Silence,” he said. 
   Martinez-Ortega is the son of the late 
Rita J. Martinez who led the successful 
fight to abolish the Columbus Day 
holiday in Colorado. After 28 years, the 
Colorado legislature voted to abolish 
Columbus Day and rename it in honor 
of Mother Cabrini. Gov. Jared Polis 
signed the bill in early 2020. In 
November, Martinez declared a 
moratorium on the protest because of 
the rising Covid cases. She died Dec. 
10, from Covid. 

   He was joined at the council work 
session by Dr. Velma Campbell, M.D,, 
who said the Columbus issue was 
personal to her and she has participated 
in numerous demonstrations at the 
statue. 
   “I grew up in the South,”  she said. 
“Over time I had to come to terms with 
the fact that these people whom I  
loved; beloved grandparents, jolly aunts 
and uncles, were thoroughly racist and 
segregationist, and just plain wrong 
about racism and their worldview. The 
process of coming to terms with the 
realization that my elders were wrong 
was a major factor in my evolution, 
leading me into social change, 
community organizing, and ultimately to 
serving the community through my 
medical career and activism with my 
late husband, Ross Vincent, and friends 
in the wider Pueblo community which 
became our home.” 
   Dr. Campbell said putting Confederate 
generals on horseback and Columbus 
on public monuments was a mistake. 
      “It does not honor our ancestors to 
enshrine their mistakes and fail to learn 
from them.,” she said. 
   Martinez-Ortega cited a report 
prepared by Deputy Police Chief 
Michael Bennett itemizing the costs of 
policing the protests. The reports states 
that there were 34 Columbus-related 
events that required overtime, rental of 
barricades totaling $195,452. 
   Included on the list was the Sept. 17, 
2020, purchase of riot control shields, 
helmets and batons totaling $18,837. 
   He also submitted a bid by 
Evergreene Architectural Arts for $9,676 
to remove the bust. 
   A silent pause followed Councilman 
Mark Aliff’s call for “any questions.” 
   Councilman Larry Atencio broke the 
silence by thanking them for their 
presentation. 
   “It’s important that you come, it’s 
important that the information gets out 
to the public,” Atencio said. “The 
protests have been peaceful and 
respectful.” 

   Councilman Bob Schilling then said, “I 
hope you’re not part of the group who 
vandalized the Riverwalk.” 
   Schilling didn’t elaborate on the 
alleged vandalism. In recent weeks, 
activists have been draping anti-
Columbus banners over Interstate 25, 
around the statue and along the 
Riverwalk. There also have been 
posters and flyers put up around town. 
   “Where do we stop?” Schilling asked 
“The Romans built Rome with slaves 
and Native Americans oppressed other 
tribes.” 
   “We should be asking, when does it 
start,” Martinez-Ortega responded. He 
then acknowledged that “it” had already 
started. “A long time ago, the University 
of Southern Colorado used to be the 
Indians. That changed.” 
   Dr. Campbell added, I hear from my 
relatives upset by the removal of 
Confederate flags and monuments, 
“Where does it stop?” 
   “That’s not really the question, we’re 
talking about evolution and that never 
stops,” she said “Evolution is a process; 
when we stop evolving we are extinct.” 
   Councilwoman Lori Winner asked a 
surprising question. “Before it was a 10-
year prison sentence (for taking down 
public statues), why didn’t you tear it 
down then?” 
   “Because of my Mom, she was a 
person of action, but she didn’t want to 
do it that way,” Martinez-Ortega. 
   Winner continued, “I think it would 
take 30 seconds to wrap a chain around 
it and tear it down.” She later added, “I 
think the Sons of Italy should pay for 
tearing it down.” 
   Dr. Campbell responded, “The City of 
Pueblo is owner of the statue.” 
   Councilman Dennis Flores asked the 
city attorney for his opinion of whether 
council or Mayor Nick Gradisar could 
determine the fate of the statue. 
   “The mayor does have veto power, but 
ultimately, the decision is on City 
Council,” was the response. 
   It is unclear whether City Council will 
act on the request to remove the statue, 
meanwhile, Martinez-Ortega said the 
protests will continue. 

Columbus protests continue 
City Council hears request to take it down

April 20 March 28April 25 April 25
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   “Don’t fix it if it ain’t broken,” is an old adage that D60 food 
service workers hope School Board members will heed when 
they vote on whether to turn over the district’s cafeterias to a 
private vendor. 
   Not only is the district’s food service department not broken, 
it has risen and met the challenges brought on by the 
pandemic, says Debbie Nash, president of the union local that 
represents the department’s work force. 
   “We provided 1,363,834 meals this past year,” Nash said. 
“More meals than ever before.” 
   Of those, 212,200 were served in the classroom, 371,568 in 
the cafeteria, 727,939 curbside delivery and almost 7000 
supper and snack sacks to at-risk students. 
   “We even served another 45,132 meals to senior citizens at 
SRDA,” Nash said. “Instead of appreciation, we got a slap in 
the face.” 
   The cafeteria workers were notified a few days before this 
past Christmas that the district was going to issue a request for 
proposals to companies interested in bidding on a contract for 
food services. Bids have been received and are under review. 
   Dalton Sprouse, a D60 spokesperson, said he expects the 
board will vote on the issue in May. 
   “Its not on the agenda now, but I would say there should be 
a decision by the end of May,” Sprouse said.  
   He agreed that food services as a department performed 
well under the pandemic. “They have a hard job and they did a 
very good job, especially during Covid,” he said. 
   Sprouse said sending out an RFP was something the district 
did periodically as the fiscally responsible thing to do, but he 
didn’t know the last time it had been done. 
   “There is an RFP out there, but that doesn’t mean that’s our 
goal to replace them,” Sprouse said. He also stressed that 
regardless of what the board decides, the district’s food 
programs would continue. 
   “They’re federally funded. We’re not going to take meals 
away from our community,” he said. 
   In recent months, AFSCME, Council 18, has waged an 
informational campaign to tell people how privatization would 
affect the workers and the community. 
   They have been leafleting on the streets, circulating a 
petition, and recently hosted an online Zoom rally. 
   For one thing, they would have to reapply for their jobs. In 
most cases, current workers would have priority, but not a 
guarantee. Because D60 employees are under PERA — 
Public Employee Retirement Association, they could lose 
retirement benefits. 
   Josette Jaramillo, president of Colorado AFL-CIO, was a 
guest at the Zoom rally said the loss of retirement is serious 
because many of these workers don’t have enough time to 
built up their Social Security. 
   “The worse thing we could do to these workers is destroy 
their retirement,” she said.  
   The union has questioned the district’s “good faith” in 
reaching a new three-year contract with the union on Oct. 20, 
2020. 
   Retired D60 teacher Denise Torrez also spoke on the Zoom 
rally. She said she was able to retire because of PERA. 
   In her 30 years as a teacher, she said, “I have found food 
service workers vital to the school community. We tell children 
to go to the people they trust — that’s often the food service 
workers.” 
   Torrez related an incident that happened after the district’s 
bus services were privatized. “We had high turn over in 
drivers. We had one driver drop off a kindergartner in the 
wrong place. We were all looking for him.” 

*.1035"/5�*/'03."5*0/

D60 food service workers campaign against privatization

One of the flyers D60 food service workers have been 
distributing during their campaign to stop the district 
from contracting with a private vendor.
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During the pandemic lockdown, D60 food service 
workers did not work from home. They were busy preparing 
meals for the most vulnerable in the community - low income 
children and elders. When other community kitchens had to 
close, the “lunch-ladies” stepped in and helped them too. They 
were able to do this because their work is not dictated by a 
multinational corporation; they have local control over the 
implementation of food programs in the community.  

D60 food service workers have important union-
negotiated benefits, like sick leave and pensions, so turnover 
is very low. Their wages aren’t high; but it’s a stable job with 
good benefits. They earn seniority and they cannot be 
terminated “at-will”, they can only be terminated for “just 
cause”. If there’s an issue with administration, they can file a 
grievance. If substandard food comes in, they can reject it 
without fear of retaliation. At the bargaining table, they are on 
equal footing with D60 Administration. They had just signed a 
three-year contract with the district before the pandemic. But 
apparently, the district had been negotiating in bad faith, 
because right after the lunch ladies gave their all to Pueblo, 
right before Christmas 2020, D60 informed them that they 
would be entertaining third-party contracts with multinational 
corporations like Sodexo or Chartwells.  

If their jobs are outsourced to a multinational 
corporation, the women will likely lose their PERA benefits. For 

some of them, it’s too late to earn the forty quarters needed for 
Social Security.  If Sodexo workers have a human resources 
issue, there’s a 1-800 number they can dial. Even the kitchen 
inventory (paid for with public money) belongs to the company. 
Autonomy over their work and the implementation of food 
pickup programs in predominantly poor communities will be 
lost. 

According to the Colorado Center for Policy Studies, 
contracting out has multiple negative and social economic 
impacts (Greenwood 2014). Local communities lose autonomy 
and transparency on how tax dollars are spent, and low wage 
jobs lead to high turnover. When important services like food, 
transportation, and maintenance are outsourced to a third-
party contract, public schools lose stability. The lowest paid 
public workers may be the easiest targets, but they are not 
“ancillary” – they are central to public service stability. High 
turnover ends up costing districts more, and creates a 
revolving door of precarious workers, unfamiliar with the 
students and the school community.  

When courting public school districts, private 
contractors have been found to “low ball” the initial contract, 
and then increase the cost over time (Price et al. 2012). 
Sodexo employs over 400,000 people in 80 countries and is 
based in France. Since 2000, Sodexo has paid out over 
$100,000,000 in employment-related offenses, government-
contracting-related offenses, and safety-related offenses 
( Sodexo | Violation Tracker, 2020.). Sodexo workers’ wages 
are so low, many of them cannot afford the expensive health 
insurance the company offers, yet the CEO Denise Machuel 
makes $3,643,980/yr. 

Sodexo’s main competitor in Southern Colorado is 
Chartwells, which is a British multinational corporation. Like 
Sodexo, Chartwells has been penalized over $20,000,000 for 
employment discrimination, wage and hour violations, 
workplace safety and health violations (Compass Group | 
Violation Tracker 2020). During the pandemic, photos of the 
lunches Chartwells sent home to the children sparked national 
outrage in the UK, when what was supposed to be a $40 week 
supply of food, was actually about $5.00 worth. It isn’t 
surprising the kids were being shortchanged - last year the 
CEO of Chartwells was paid a salary of over $6,500,000. The 
third largest company is Aramark, a United States company 
which has also been fined close to $20,000,000 and cited for 
labor violations, including firing workers for reporting 
unsanitary conditions and wage theft (Aramark | Violation 
Tracker). 
  Chartwells has food service contracts in Lamar, 
Summit, Weld, East Otero-La Junta and Crowley County, and 
Sodexo has contracts in Montrose, Rocky Ford. This is local 
autonomy, and Southern Colorado tax dollars being 
outsourced to multinational corporations. Consider who might 
be more invested in feeding or providing transportation to 
public school children - workers with low wages, no benefits 
and high turnover, or experienced workers with seniority, 
pensions, and autonomy over their work. Unfortunately, Pueblo 
D60 Bus Drivers have already been outsourced to Student 

Leslie Lopez is a Pueblo native 
and a graduate of East High and 
Colorado State University-Pueblo 
and has a PhD in education. She is a 
tenured professor at the University of 
Hawaii where she teaches labor 
studies.

GUEST COLUMNISTLocal control, workers rights 
jeopardized by outsourcing 
schools cafeteria operations

See JEOPARDIZED Page 15  

Congrats to La Cucaracha
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   El Movimiento Sigue — The Movement Continues — is more 
than a sentiment — it now is one of Colorado’s newest nonprofit 
organizations. In recent months, the group has taken steps to 
formalize the community work the group is known for. Those 
steps include writing bylaws, mission and vision statements and 
electing officers.  
   As the leader of a grassroots 
group that led social justice 
activities in Pueblo for decades, the 
late Rita J. Martinez was urged to 
establish a 501C-3, or nonprofit 
organization.  Although initially 
hesitant, she realized the good that 
could come from this process, such 
as the ability to apply for and 
receive grant funding. Prior to this, 
Rita and her supporters held 
fundraisers and, more often than 
not, spent personal money to fund 
events such as the Cinco de Mayo 
and Dia de La Raza. After much 
discussion, the paperwork was sent 
in to the Colorado Secretary of 
State and the federal government. 
The organization received approval 
in the fall of 2020, right before Rita’s 
passing.
   Sadly, Rita’s passing left a huge 
void in the community and in her 
organizing efforts. However, those of us whom she cultivated 
seeds in understand that the work must continue. We began 
meeting to compose a mission and vision statement and to 
develop bylaws. 
   The mission and vision statements are: MISSION — El 
Movimiento Sigue is a Chicanx social justice organization that 
works toward equity and advocacy in our community, state, and 
nation by educating and celebrating our history and culture. 
VISION — Our vision is to organize and educate disenfranchised 
people to act within their civil rights, to peacefully organize and 
protest against injustice. On March 9, an executive board was 
elected to lead the organization.   Denise Torrez was selected as 
President, Victoria Obregon as Vice President, Carmen Arteaga 
as Secretary, Deborah Martinez Martinez as Treasurer, Tomas 
Martinez Ortega and Judy Baca as Members at Large. The group 
currently has approximately 20-30 members/supporters.
 El Movimiento Sigue is looking forward to continuing 
Rita’s legacy of community work by hosting the 51st Cinco de 
Mayo on Wednesday, May 5, 2021. In addition, the group is 
planning and sponsoring the Rita J. Martinez Youth Leadership 
Conference for middle and high school students later this year. El 
Movimiento Sigue is also still involved in the effort to remove the 
Columbus statue on Abriendo Ave. All of the activities align with 
Rita’s original intent, to uplift the Chicanx community through 
social justice efforts and activities.  
 We are in the infancy as a nonprofit organization. Our 
hope is to grow and expand our impact on Pueblo and Colorado. 
If you are interested in joining or supporting El Movimiento Sigue, 
reach out via email:  elmovimientosigue@gmail.com or on our 
Facebook page:  El Movimiento Sigue - Pueblo, CO.

El Movimiento Sigue forms nonprofit

MISSION — El Movimiento 
Sigue is a Chicanx social 
justice organization that 
works toward equity and 
advocacy in our community, 
state, and nation by 
educating and celebrating 
our history and culture. 

VISION — Our vision is to 
organize and educate 
disenfranchised people to 
act within their civil rights, to 
peacefully organize and 
protest against injustice. 

 OFFICERS 
President: Denise Torrez  
Vice President: Victoria Obregon 
Secretary: Carmen Arteaga  
Treasurer Deborah Martinez-Martinez

Congratulations 
50 years of chicano 
  studies in Pueblo
        Coming soon 2021 -2022 Events
For more information, Contact Judy Baca
         Chicano Studies Coordinator,
               Phone: (719) 549-2359
       email: judy.baca@csupueblo.edu

C 
S

mailto:elmovimientosigue@gmail.com
mailto:elmovimientosigue@gmail.com
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• Weddings 

• Showers 

• Baptisms 

• Dances 

• Anniversaries 

• Birthdays 

• Graduations 

• All Occasions 

1339 E. Routt Ave. 

719-544-1766

Your place where friends 

and family get together

FOR  RENT
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2020 Fiesta Queen and Court
Left to Right: Third Attendant Marlene Garcia Araiza; First Attendant Tressa Torres, Queen Martha Esparza, 
Second Attendant Sofia Romero Campbell, Miss Congeniality Shaynee Cruz.
 

Celebrate Fiesta Day 2021
Upcoming events

2021 Virtual Fiesta Queen Pageant
Saturday, June 26th, 2021, Theme: Mujeres Rising

2021 Noche de Fiesta  
Saturday, August 7th, 2021

Colorado State Fair Grounds
2021 Fiesta Parade 

Sunday, September 5, 2021 
Northern Ave, Pueblo Co

By Deborah Martinez-Martinez, PhD 

   History Colorado will offer access to an on-line archive of 
KKK membership records from 1924 to 1926, CEO Dawn 
DiPrince announced recently. The group digitized the 
records thanks to a grant from the Colorado historical 
Records Advisory Board. 
   The KKK, the “invisible empire,” was organized in 1915 
to promote animosity against African Americans, Catholics, 
immigrants, and Jews. The group was there to oppose the 
Civil Rights Acts and Voter Rights acts of the 1960s. They 
hired recruiters in the Southwest and sponsored 
newspapers. 
   In Colorado, they focused on Denver, Pueblo, Colorado 
Springs, Canon City and Grand Junction. There were 
50,000 members, stronger only in Indiana. In the 1920s, 
their strength in voters allowed them to run the House and 
Senate. Pink slips were delivered to communities to tell 
them whom to vote for. Courts drew juries from lists of Klan 
members. For example, they threatened University of 
Colorado at Boulder’s funding if Catholic and Jewish 
professors were not dismissed. In Denver, the Klan 
supported the election of Benjamin Franklin Stapleton, a 
low level member of the Ku Klux Klan who was the Mayor 
of Denver for five terms until 1947. 
   In 1923 Pueblo, 1600 men were members of the Klan 
and burned a 40-foot cross on the northside. At the time, 
there were about 1395 African-Americans but one-third of 
the city was Catholic, and immigrants were 17% of the 
populations. Pueblo newspapers included the nationalities 
of lawbreakers, according to author Robert Alan Goldberg 
in his 1981 book Hooded Empire: The Ku Klux Klan in 
Colorado. 
   With release of this new information, Ms. DiPrince says, 
“Reminding people that this is also part of our history is 
essential to moving forward.”  
   Chairperson of El Movimiento Sigue of Pueblo suggested 
that moving forward is positive but we must remember our 
history to move forward. “We need to be looking for the 
ways groups like the KKK promoted their white supremacy 
message then and now.” 

History Colorado digitizes 
KKK ledgers from 1920s

Transportation of America (a New Jersey based company), 
and D60 teachers report the predictable high turnover 
associated with low wage jobs after the bus drivers were 
outsourced.  
  The most immediate threat to food services in 
Pueblo is D60 Admin and the board. To see the D60 food 
service workers being threatened with the possibility of 
losing their pensions, after all they have done for Pueblo is 
absolutely unconscionable. When we consider the negative 
impact a third party multinational contract would have on the 
most vulnerable in our community, and the consequences of 
sending local tax dollars to other states or countries - 
especially at such an economically precarious time, the level 
of short-sightedness warrants campaigns for a board recall. 

For any comments or feedback, please email: 
lalopez@hawaii.edu 

JEOPARDIZED from Page 13

mailto:lalopez@hawaii.edu
mailto:lalopez@hawaii.edu
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Artists have always played a major role in 
grassroots movements and the move to take 

down the Columbus Statue in Pueblo is a great 
example. For most of the past year, a local group 

of artists have produced a series of posters 
represented here.  We don’t know all their names, 

but we know that Martinez Media Plus, Isaiah 
Lujan, Reinna Florez and Sophie Healey are a few.  

If you know any other these or the unnamed  
artists, let them know you appreciate their talents.
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By   Deborah Martinez Martinez, PhD 

   Columbus is not an honored American hero. The statue was 
erected by the people of Pueblo and dedicated by the “Eternal” 
Legislator Casimiro Barela during an election year. Truthfully, 
much of Columbus’ first person accounts of his history were 
unavailable to the average American at the time the statue was 
erected in Pueblo. 
   Columbus was already a myth and the fallacies of the story 
were already embedded in schools, textbooks and civics. The 
average person had no way of knowing what really happened 
when Columbus came. 
   This information is from a book “Lies My Teacher Told Me About 
Christopher Columbus,” second edition, by James W. Loewen, 
published in 2014 by The New Press, NY, NY. “Lies” is a new 
book at the library, available for checkout. 
   Dr. Loewen is a professor emeritus of sociology at the 
University of Vermont. He won the National Book Award, the 
Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for Distinguished Anti-Racist 
Scholarship, and the Spirit of America award from the National 
Council for the Social Studies. 
   In this book, he surveyed 22 widely used high school and 
middle school textbooks of U.S. history to find what they had to 
say about Columbus. First, Loewen describes the explorations 
before Columbus. The Africans and Phoenicians sailed all the 
way around Africa 2000 years before the first European did and 
they reached the Canary Islands. Fishermen from Greenland 

visited Newfoundland. The Inuit reached Greenland, Polynesians 
reached Madagascar. 
   So it’s not about who reached this continent first or the 
Europeans. It’s about who was able to profit first. In order to profit, 
Europeans had recently found wealth by exterminating other 
island societies such Malta, Sardinia and the Canary Islands. 
   Their methods of seeking gold and other wealth was not just 
brutal but inhuman. How do human beings think of some of these 
tortures? Hands were cut off if gold was not sufficient. Of slaves 
taken to Spain, 500 boarded the boats and 300 reached Spain. 
People were forced to raise Spanish crops rather than maintain 
their own lands to feed themselves, so they starved. 
   Columbus’s second return voyage in 1493 included 20 hunting 
dogs with armor. They were trained to hunt humans and to 
disembowel and kill people. They were fed on human flesh. Many, 
many people committed suicide rather than continue with the 
cruelty of the barbaric Spanish. 
   The texts of Bartolomé de Las Casas, early Spanish historian 
and Dominican missionary, (also a new book at the library) 
describes the barbaric actions of, not just Columbus, but the men 
with him. Columbus’ son Ferdinand Columbus describes his 
father’s victories with point-blank vollies, use of the dogs and the 
slaughter of Indians who were caught and killed with sword and 
pike. 
   It’s an ugly, worse than brutal story. 
   Why does anyone want to honor this man? Please take down 
the Columbus statue! 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Columbus statue should be taken down

Louis ‘Luggs’ Garcia (middle), Martin Serna (Right), Mario Raso (left)
Garcia Family Papers, Colorado Chicano Movement Archives, CSU Pueblo Archives
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NOTICIAS
New Book Released 
   Herbalist Teresa de Jesús Vigil of 
San Luis, CO, will release her new 
book in May 2021. Ms. Vigil is widely 
known as knowledgeable on the herbs 
of San Luis Valley. She has 
contributed to textbook for nurses on 
the use of herbs, and presents to 
medical groups, as well as gives tours 
of el llano and la Sierra. She has 
presented at the Pueblo Library 
multiple times to packed audiences. 
   Her book, Teresa de Jesús Vigil: 
Herbalist, Storyteller, Poet, published 
by Vanishing Horizons (Pueblo, CO), 
contains three articles on the use of 
common herbs, several stories and 
poetry from throughout the years. Sra. 
Vigil is a spry 89 years old and will 
have a book signing in both San Luis 
and in Fort Garland at the History 
Colorado museum in July.  

Fiesta Committee 
   Although the Fiesta Committee 
hosted a drive-by presentation from 
the Queen and her court, their events 
were missed in 2020. Mary Lou 
Martinez returned as the Coordinator 
for the Fiesta Committee serving an 
additional two years to assist the 
group. This year, according to 
Coordinator Susan Huertas, the group 
will present a combination of live and 
Zoom/video events. 
    The Fiesta Pageant will be a virtual 
event on Sat., June 26 with the theme 
of “Mujeres Rising,” according to 
Chair April Bojorquez – 602-349-2204 
april@fiestacommittee.org .     
    Scholarship applications were due 
on April 24, 2021. 
   The Noche de Fiesta will be a live 
event on Sat., Aug. 7 at the Colorado 
State Fair Grounds, said Chair Ivan 
Reyes- 719-568-7079 
iar6565@yahoo.com 
   The beloved Pueblo event, the 
Fiesta Parade will be held Sun., Sept. 
5 on Northern Avenue. Chair for 2021 
is Ray Martinez 719-564-8424. 
   If you have any questions, 
Coordinator- Susan Huertas can be 
reached at 719-250-8431 or  
suehuertas@comcast.net 

50th Anniversary for Chicano 
Studies 
   Colorado State University Pueblo 
will be recelebrating fifty years of 
Chicano Studies in Pueblo. A series of 

events will be scheduled during the 
academic year 2021 and 2022. The 
program will recognize the 
contributions to Chicano Studies by 
Pueblo schools, College and 
University that will include students, 
faculty and teachers.  If you have any 
information, pictures or stories of your 

 experience in Chicanos Studies and 
would like to contribute to the history 
of Chicano Studies in Pueblo please 
contact Judy Baca, Chicano Studies 
Coordinator, at 719.549.2359 or email 
at judy.baca@csupueblo.edu. 

mailto:april@fiestacommittee.org
mailto:iar6565@yahoo.com
mailto:suehuertas@comcast.net
mailto:judy.baca@csupueblo.edu
mailto:april@fiestacommittee.org
mailto:iar6565@yahoo.com
mailto:suehuertas@comcast.net
mailto:judy.baca@csupueblo.edu
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El movimiento sigue
March 25, 2021 – March 14, 2022

   For the next 11 months, the Boulder 
Museum of Contemporary Art is 
exhibiting a new piece in the series of 
memorial monuments dedicated to Los 
Seis de Boulder — six activists who 
died in two car bombings in 1974.
   BMoCA is honored to exhibit El 
movimiento sigue (The movement 
continues), a sculpture by Jasmine 
Baetz, as part of BMoCA’s InsideOut 
exhibition series.
   El movimiento sigue is the second 
community-generated sculpture 
facilitated by Los Seis de Boulder 
Sculpture Project and Baetz to 
commemorate the six activists who 
died: Francisco Dougherty, Florencio 
Granado, Una Jaakola, Reyes 
Martínez, Neva Romero, and Heriberto 
Terán. All were involved with Chicano 
Student Movement activism at the 
University of Colorado Boulder.
   Sculpture Project participants 
imagined and created El movimiento 
sigue to recognize the silenced tragedy 
of the deaths of Los Seis. The work 
celebrates their lives, contributions, 
and solidarity as activists.
   During the year-long exhibition of El 
movimiento sigue, BMoCA will 
collaborate with community members 
and groups to create free public 
programs that honor the history of Los 
Seis de Boulder and spark 
conversation about the current state of 
equal opportunity for all people in our 
community. 
  We invite community members and 
groups who are interested in 
participating in programming 
discussions to contact Kiah Butcher at 
kiah@bmoca.org or 303.443.2122.
BMoCA would like to thank the families 
of Los Seis de Boulder for their 
gracious involvement in the museum’s 
exhibition of El movimiento sigue.

About the Artists
   Los Seis de Boulder Sculpture 
Project is a group of students, staff, 
and faculty at the University of 
Colorado Boulder working with others, 
including surviving family and friends of 
Los Seis, to create monuments that 
memorialize the activists. Project 
participants came together to make El 
movimiento sigue in January and 
February 2020 in Boulder and 

Alamosa, CO. University of Colorado 
Boulder alumni Jasmine Baetz and 
Carlos Sandoval laid the sculpture’s 
tiles in April of 2020. Baetz is an artist 
and educator, and Sandoval is an artist 
and engineer.
   Baetz, contributed not only a 
sculpture honoring Los Seis de 
Boulder, but ensured that community 
and the legacy of Los Seis continued 
through her gift of her $2,000 artist fee 
to the Neva Romero Scholarship. The 
scholarship founded by five women 
who were named after the late, Neva 
Romero, is meant to support the 
education of young community leaders 
who embody Neva Romero’s passion 

for advocacy, community, and 
education.
   
TB-1 sculpture made permanent
    When Baetz’s original sculpture was 
errected on the CU Boulder campus, it 
was considered temporary and was to 
be taken down within a year. While the 
University administration considered 
requests that the monument remain at 
its location near Temporary Building 1, 
the administration of Norlin Library 
stepped in and declared the sculpture 
an artifact and made the sculpture part 
of the libraries permanent collection.
   As a result, the sculpture will remain 
at its original location.
  

The newest sculpture dedicated to Los Seis de Boulder will be displayed 
in front of the Boulder Museum of Contemporary Art through March 14, 
2021

Photo bv Juan Espinosa 
The original sculpture dedicated to Los Seis de Boulder is now considered a university 
artifact under the protection of Norlin Library. 

mailto:kiah@bmoca.org
mailto:kiah@bmoca.org
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By Cynthia Ortiz Fuentes    
   It has been a year like no other.  So many losses, challenges, 
and uncertainty.  Thankfully, we are at Cinco de Mayo 2021 with 
hope for better days and keeping a special place in our hearts 
for those we lost.  Staying active and trying new things is more 
important than ever as are sharing your skills and gifts with 
others. 
   This project that combines 2 of my favorite things… “upcycling 
discards”  and weaving.  It is a project for adults as well as 
children and it can be detailed or simple. Can use as wall 
decorations, mobiles, coasters, or string several together for 
room divider.  

CD Weaving 

Materials: 
CDs or DVDs (old and/or unwanted) 
Cord, yarn scraps 
Scissors 
Yarn needle (can make one -cut small pie shape with hole in 
larger end out of plastic lid) 
Optional:  felt (backing), beads, feathers, charms, bells. 

The label is back of weaving.  You can paint,  cover with felt or 
paper,  weave the back, or leave as is. 

1. Choose the cord you 
want to use as base for 
weaving.  Starting from 
center (hold 1 end 
leaving 3 inch to tie) 
wrap cord around edge 
and back through center 
several creating 
“spokes”. The “spokes” 
are the warp threads.  
Wind your way around 
the cd  an uneven 
number of times (11, 13, 
15, etc.) The more 
number of warps 
threads, the tighter the weave will be at the outer 
edge. Tie the end of the warp to the beginning tail 
together on back side. .  (Can use yarn for the warp 
but I prefer cord with no stretch and at least 15 warp 
threads.  Wrap tightly!) Figure 1 

2.  Thread needle with your 
first color, which will be 
the center, and weave in 
and out of warp threads.  
You can tie the beginning 
end to back of your 
weaving or leave a tail to 
tuck between weaves.  
Figure 2 

3. Continue weaving, 
changing yarn colors 
when desired.  Work the 
ends into the weaving. 
See picture.  Weave to 
end of cd or leave some 
of the cd showing.  Leave 
a tail with your last color 
and run it under previous 
rounds to hide and secure 
it.  Figure 3 

4. Can leave weaving as is 
and tie a hanging loop (I 
use clear fishing line) or 
add buttons, beads, pics 
to center.  Can also tie 
yarn or cord to warp  and 
add beads,  feathers, 
charms, bells.  Be 
creative! 

   Continue to support the efforts and 
work of all who are, not only working to keep our community safe 
and healthy, but also  those who are fighting racism, inequality, 
and injustice. 

HECHO EN AZTLAN 
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At The Knee of Revolution 
Inspired by and in memory of  Rita J. Martinez, Presente! 
I know her love covered generations, gathered 
communities and raised giants. 

By Catalina Fox 

As this loss of Rita Martinez is realized, flashes of memories pick me 
up like a whirlwind, enveloping me into a dream, future, and past. 

Apricots — sharp, sweet, tang-like, on a crisp summer evening. From 
1976 to 1983 Pueblo, Colorado, had a Chicano newspaper — La 
Cucaracha. Behind their office was a tree. My sisters and I played 
under its limbs eating it’s fruit, as they, our parents, worked inside to 
further the movement and become a voice for la gente. 

“Yo Soy Chicano!” The tempo of our hearts. La musica de la Familia 
Coca performing at Sticker Park. Running free with our toes in wet 
grass after getting our free silk-screened T-shirt of that year’s 
Cinco de Mayo logo. Listening to elders speak about education and 
police brutality, backdropped by the hues and tones of murals. All 
three of us wrapped in one blanket. 

Fresh lemonade, grilled peppers, onions, and fry bread. Smells mingle 
on a hot night and tickle our noses. After hours of work done on the 
Fiesta Day Magazine with a photo of the Queen on the cover, is 
finally done. Our families would gather in Rainbow Park at the 
Colorado State Fair. We lied with our backs to the earth as the 
fireworks fell all around us. 

Contrasting red and black huelga flags and arm bands juxtaposed 
an overcast sky. We marched from Mineral Palace Park to Sacred 

Heart Cathedral to honor our fallen leader — Cesar. Each step in 
beat with the sacred drum and our indigenous voices. 

Dreams accomplished with organizing meetings, demonstrations, and 
protests! Giving fresh breath to the revolution! Free Kiko! Que Viva 
Los Seis de Boulder! Friends intertwined with familia. Los Compas 
teach preservation of la cultura. The Land Rights Council of San 
Luis. Our legs hanging off the back of a pickup truck. Tierra y 
Libertad! 

No to English Only! Ya Basta! Our endless opposition to 
colonialization. Our demands to take that Columbus statue down, 
gave life to Dia de la Raza. Full circle into completion of the first Four 
Directions Ceremony. Aha Mitakuye. 

Forty-eight years of memories like a whirlwind comfort me. Dreams, 
future, past… and I realize I grew up at the knee of revolution. 

Ϙϕϝϔ�ΐϏϘϒͿϒχωϑ�ϕϟͿΛϋϊ�Θϔϋ�
ϟ�Όώϋϒχ�Εϛϐχϔ�

Βͯϓ�ϙϕϘϘϟ�
Νώϋ�ωϕϒϕϘ�ϕό�ϕϛϘ�ϙϑϏϔ�ϝχϜϋϙ�χϔϊ�ϘϏϖϖϒϋϙ�ϒϏϑϋ�χ�ψχϔϔϋϘ�Ϗϔ�Ϛώϋ�χϏϘ�ϕό�χ�ψϘϕϑϋϔ�ϝϕϘϒϊ�χϔϊ�χ�
ψϘϕϑϋϔ�ϝϕϘϊ�
ΝχϚϚϋϘϋϊ�χϔϊ�όϘχϟϋϊ�Ϗϔ�Ϛώϋ�ϊϏϙϏϒϒϛϙϏϕϔ�ϕό�όϘϋϋϊϕϓ�χϔϊ�ϐϛϙϚϏωϋ�
Νώϋϟ�ϙχϟͥ�Ϛώϋ�Ϙϋϊ�ϕό�ϕϛϘ�ψϒϕϕϊ�Ϗϙ�ϔϕϚ�Ϛώϋ�ϙχϓϋ�χϙ�Ϛώϋ�Ϙϋϊ�ϕό�ϚώϋϏϘ�ψϒϕϕϊ�
Βͯϓ�ϙϕϘϘϟ�
Νώϋϟ�ϙχϟͥ�Ϛώϋ�χϏϘ�ϚώχϚ�ϝϋ�ψϘϋχϚώϋ�Ϗϙ�ϔϕϚ�Ϛώϋ�ϙχϓϋ�χϏϘ�Ϛώϋϟ�ψϘϋχϚώϋ�
ΝώϏϙ�ϜϋϘϟ�ϒχϔϊ�ϚώχϚ�ϝχϙ�ϓϟ�ϒχϔϊ�ϚώχϚ�Ϗϙ�ϟϕϛϘ�ϒχϔϊ�Ϗϙ�ϔϕϚ�ϟϕϛϘ�ϒχϔϊ�Ϗϙ�ϔϕϚ�ϕϛϘ�ϒχϔϊ�
ψϘϕϝϔͥ�ψϒχωϑͥ�Ϙϋϊ�ϖϒχϟ�ϊϋχϊ�όϘϕϓ�Ϛώϋϓ�
ΌϒϛϚωώϏϔύ�ϕϛϘ�ψϋϒϕϜϋϊϙ�Ϛϕ�ϕϛϘ�ϝϕϛϔϊϋϊ�ψϘϋχϙϚ�
όϘϕϓ�ψϒϛϋ�ϑϔϋϋϙ�χϔϊ�ϝώϏϚϋ�ϒϏϋϙ�
Θό�χϒϒ�ϒϏϜϋϙ�ϓχϚϚϋϘ�

ΎϞωϋϖϚ�ϟϕϛϘϙͥ�Ϙϕϝϔ�ΐϏϘϒ�
ΎϞωϋϖϚ�ϟϕϛϘϙͥ�ϒχωϑ�ϕϟ�
Ίϔϊ�ϟϕϛͥ�Λϋϊ�Θϔϋͥ�χϒϓϕϙϚ�όϕϘύϕϚϚϋϔ�
Βͯϓ�ϙϕϘϘϟ�

The author (left) and two of her sisters

Brown Girl/ 
Black Boy/ 

Red One 

By Chela Lujan
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Chavez exemplified nonviolence
Editor’s Note: The 
following column was 
presented by Dr. Ramon 
De Castillo at the 20th 
Annual Cesar Chavez 
Celebration held at 
Regis University on 
March 17, 2021. 

BY RAMON DE CASTILLO, PhD  
Special to La Cucaracha 

    Nonviolence — One of the essential gifts 
that Cesar Chavez vowed to abide by in the 
union’s struggle for social. It was something 
he preached in America’s fields where 
farmworkers had been subjected to 
violence by strike breakers, Teamster 
goons and on many occasions, an 
unfriendly public.  

Violence comes in many forms 
and can be demonstrated in many 
behavioral manifestations. Separating 
children from their parents is an act of 
violence, with a long term devastating 
impact on the psychology of children. 
Incarcerating children in cages is an act of 
violence, a tragic and humiliating 
experience with long term psychological 
consequences. Depriving workers of a 
livable wage and safeguards against a 
pandemic is violence against humanity. To 
authorize another person or group through 
racist rhetoric is violence; albeit violence of 
the tongue. This country is in crisis, 
suffering from violence and hate. Hate is 
generally manifested through violence. 
 What inspired Cesar Chavez to 
practice nonviolence as a tool for creating 
social justice? He knew that no one had the 
right to destroy another human life. He 
knew that violence was a reaction to fear. 
He also knew that the antidote to fear is 
courage. Are human beings innately 

violent, with an innate 
negative impulse, 
buried in the 
consciousness of one’s 
soul, driving someone 
to use force and 
violence in meeting his 
or her needs? Or are 
human beings seeking 
out goodness with an 
aspiration to heal a 
collective soul wound? I 
have read and studied 
those who espouse a 
philosophy of 
nonviolence as a 
method for achieving 
social justice in the 
world for many years, 
but I also understand 
social movements throughout history 
wherein human beings engaged in violence 
and war. 
 It's takes courage to act upon 
one's convictions and to confront evil 
couched in immoral authority and a society 
that has collectively lost its willingness to 
implement its statutory commitment to its 
people. Chavez took control of moral 
authority when others refused to, using 
courage and his God-given agency to act 
upon his world. Regarding courage, Nelson 
Mandela, stated in his memoirs, “I learned 
that courage was not the absence of fear, 
but the triumph over it. The brave [person] 
is not he who does not feel afraid, but [one] 
who conquers that fear.”  
 Fear is the serpent that devours 
our creative energies, leading us down 
paths to self and collective destruction. 
Courage is the dove that opens our hearts 
and prepares us for the inevitable battles in 
our world. Fear is poison. Courage is the 
medicine that will heal the wounded spirit. 
You may not always be victorious over your 

fears but you can minimize 
the losses that lead to 
destructive behavior. If 
violence is an extension of 
hatred; then we become our 
own enemies when we are 
violent. Hatred destroys the 
individual internally and 
destroys your brother 
externally.  
 In the final analysis, 
man's dominion over others 
has to be brought to justice. 
Someone has to have the 
courage to act on his or her 
moral authority when a 
society’s laws are unjust 
and when governments 
refuse to implement just 

laws; someone has to restore 
humanity, balance out the ongoing struggle 
of human beings against the oppressive 
forces that seemingly dominate human life. 
That takes ultimate courage. Chavez’ 
philosophy of nonviolence was not a 
cowardly act. He challenged farmworkers 
and their sympathizers to engage in non-
violent forms of social protest and civil 
disobedience. He challenged his followers 
to walk the moral high ground. Engaging in 
nonviolence did not mean that he was a 
coward. He knew that farmworkers were 
also fighting for respect and human dignity.  
 Nonviolence requires commitment 
and an ability to articulate passionate moral 
persuasion with those who choose to be 
violent. And to be honest, many times 
moral persuasion doesn’t work. Therefore, 
many adhere to a philosophy of self-
defense, especially when physically 
attacked. There are many good and honest 
people who believe that you combat 
violence with violence. The problem is that 
it leads to more violence, for as we know so 
well, “those who live by the sword, die by 
the sword,” to quote one philosophical 
treatise. As Ghandi said regarding violence, 
“an eye for an eye may mean that one 
becomes blind.” 

There is no room for complacency 
when a human being decides to practice 
social justice through nonviolence. To be 
complacent with violence as it destroys our 
world is not displaying the kind of courage 
Chavez asked of us. We cannot hide 
behind stained glass windows to watch 
movements from afar; we should walk in 
unison with the people who seek out social 
justice.  
 When will we replace violence 
with atonement and forgiveness? We 
cannot become the evil that we are trying to 
eradicate. Spiritual growth happens when 
we truly forgive those we believe have 
wronged us. We need to become the 
people we want others to be. True heroes 
will not be judged by how many human 
beings they have killed during times of war 
but rather how many human beings they 
saved by creating peace. 
 Let’s march in peace when we are 
called upon to address the evils in society.  

Cesar Chavez
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NOTICIAS
 Grupo Folklorico de Pueblo 
represented this region via virtual 
performance (Southern Colorado) in 
collaboration with Pueblo Arts Alliance 
during the Colorado Creative Arts 
Industries' festivities. In addition, despite 
the pandemic, the Mariachi has expanded 
in both size and material
   The group is hosting Dinner and a Show 
via online and drive thru. Anyone can 
purchase a meal and drive-thru to pick it 
up and with their meal they receive a link 
for the show!  This has been a fun 
opportunity where they have learned a lot 
about online presence and creating a 
drive-thru meal!  According to coordinator 
Velma Roybal, “We hope people continue 
to join us throughout the year for this 
event”
   In addition, GFDP won 3rd place in a 
dance competition where the young group 
Jjuvenil performed. Look for the GFDP 
Dinner and Show and support youth in 
learning their culture.
   For more information, call 
719-582-2682. Studio is located at 
120 Lake Ave.

Collecting Dissertations 
   According to Charlene Garcia Simms, 
Genealogy and Special Collections 
Librarian of Rawling Library is collecting 
theses and dissertations by local authors. 
Such titles are “Reclaiming Aztlan 
Southern Colorado and Chicano Activism 
of the 1970s” by Rick Christopher 
Archuletta, “Leadership and Colorado 
Chicanas and Chicanos” by Deborah 
Martinez-Martinez, and “Inquiry on 
Schooling Experiences of Mexican 
American Children in the Arkansas Valley 
1930-1950” by Elizabeth Aragon-Blanton 
   Some are available for checkout. Ms. 
Garcia Simms is asking the community to 
give her the names and titles of 
dissertation or theses, usually the 
capstone document for the masters or 
doctorate programs. For more information, 
call 719-562-5600 and ask for Genealogy 
and Special Collections.  

La Cucaracha is an indépendent  
community newspaper produced 
by El Movimiento Sigue, a 
nonprofit organization based in 
Pueblo, CO. For information, email 
Juan Espinosa  at: 
juandebespy@yahoo.com 
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Call us today! 719-545-2746

Hope. Health. Hope. Health. 

TogetherTogether

www.Health.Solutions

Health Solutions offers comprehensive and  
convenient whole-body healthcare for all ages.

Health Solutions 
Healthcare Campus 
Medical Center/ Crestone 
Recovery/Services/ MARC 
41 Montebello Rd.

Adult Outpatient   
1304 Chinook Ln.

Crisis Services 
1310 Chinook Ln.

The Family Center  
1591 Taos Rd.

Youth and Family 
Services 
1012 W. Abriendo Ave.

Recovery Solutions 
2003 E. 4th St.
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AHORA TAX & BOOKKEEPING
207 W. Northern Avenue

Pueblo, CO 81004
(719) 542- 2500

Ted Lopez

  Accounting                                                                      Income T-ax
Bookkeeping                                                                       Service

Translation Notary PublicHablamos Espanol

TACO
        BEST OF PUEBLO......Best Breakfast Burrito 

A Pueblo Tradition Since 1989
3639 Baltimore Ave.
 (719) 299-4188

702 E 4th St.
(719) 542-8838

807 E Abriendo Ave.
(719) 543-7121

By DEBORAH MORA 
Special to La Cucaracha 
   Though Colorado votes as a 
progressive state, it trails behind 
some others in providing 
farmworker rights.  State 
Senator Jessie Danielson has 
teamed up with two other  
legislators to change that. They 
have introduced a bill that would 
give farmworkers the state 
minimum wage, require overtime 
for anyone working 40 hours a 
week or a 12 hours a day; and 
provide meal breaks, rest 
periods and in hot weather, 
access to drinking water.   
   Danielson told the Senate 
Business, Labor, and Technology 
Committee that most farmers 
and ranchers treat their workers 
well. But she cited a litany of 
abuse, including relentless work 
hours in all weather conditions, 
substandard housing, lack of 
regular access to medical care 
and fear of retribution if they 
complain.  
   The bill passed to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee in  a 
4-3 vote, in March.  But, 
opposition comes from 
organizations that represent 
Colorado’s $8 billion agriculture 
industry. They argue that farmers 
often operate on thin margins 
because they are at the mercy of 
volatile market prices and 
weather that can destroy crops 
and animals.   
   “We’re not talking about 
benefits or perks or vacation. 
We’re talking about the bare 
minimum of money needed to 
keep yourself alive,” said Valerie 
Collins, a former National Labor 
Relations Board attorney now 
with a nonprofit labor law firm.  
For more information: 
jessie.danielson.house@state.co
.us 
 (303) 866-4856 200 East Colfax 
Denver, CO 80203 

Farmworker bill 
would guarantee  
minimum wage, 
and overtime pay

mailto:jessie.danielson.house@state.co.us
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The journey from exploitation to 
empowerment through the voices of 

the people who marched, organized and 
struggled for justice, with the hopes of 

instilling equality into our society 
for future generations.

Second floor of the PCC Library 
in the Davis Academic Building

Free admission
Call 719.549.3305 for 

tour hours and information
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By GLORIA GUTIERREZ 

   On April 2, 2020 the Principal at Pueblo Central High School 
(Destin Mehess) informed the Latina Spanish teacher that there 
would no longer be a Spanish program offered at Central High 
School. Future Spanish classes would be taught through a credit-
recovery computer program (APEX). Last year, the group “Save 
the Spanish” staged two protests with students, parents, 
educators, and concerned supporters at Central High School and 
at the District Administration building but momentum faded with 
the onset of COVID, according to coordinator student Malia 
Espinoza. 
   Gloria Gutierrez, Save the Spanish Volunteer and CHS alum 
said, “To add insult to this news, it was determined that European 
languages (Italian and French) would continue to be taught by live 
teachers, in the traditional teacher format even though there were 
more students enrolled in Spanish classes than the other two 
languages.” 
   The group requested face to face meetings with Superintendent 
Macaluso, Principal Mehess, and talked and wrote letters to Board 
Members. She says her requests were ignored. Education Board 
members stated that the Principal is allowed to make 
programmatic decisions for their school.  
   Ms. Gutierrez said, “We believe this injustice is another way to 
systematically disregard and disrespect our Latinx community and 
that by allowing this decision to stand it will set the precedent for 
other ways to disrespect our culture, language and traditions.”  
   “We urgently request that the district reinstate the Spanish 
teaching position for the 2021/22 academic year.”  
   Local businesses, community, students, and families were not 
consulted or informed of this decision; no collaboration, no input, 
no justification for WHY this decision was made. According to Ms. 
Gutierrez, “In our minds this is clear institutional discrimination; 
to keep traditional live teachers offering the European languages 
(Italian and French) and eliminate the Spanish program (a Latina 
teacher) in a school with 72 percent minorities. 

   During an Office of Civil Rights lawsuit in 1970, the Chicano 
community (led by the Brown Berets) and Chicano community 
members Al Gurule, Martin Serna, Dave Marquez, Eddie Montour 
and others demanded the district hire Chicano teachers and 
counselors and develop Affirmative Action programs to increase 
the promotion of Chicanos to administrative posts. Chicano 
Studies and other culturally defined courses were to be offered at 
Central High School and throughout the District due to the district’s 
lack of dignity and respect for the Latinx people. The OCR found in 
favor of the community.  
   Also, in 2019/2020, when students heard that Chicano Studies 
was to be eliminated at Central High School, they started to 
protest, which began the parental and community involvement. As 
a result of the hostile environment and misinformation from 
(Mehess to Chicano Studies teacher) regarding the 
discontinuation of Chicano Studies at Central High School, 
another Latina teacher left her position at Central (the Principal 
changed her mind and claimed she did not plan to discontinue 
Chicano Studies. But the hostile work environment and disrespect 
from Principal Mehess forced an excellent teacher out. Chicano 
Studies was continued; however, only after the uproar from 
students.  
   In a letter to the Board of Education for District 60, 
Superintendent Macaluso, and Principal Mehess, Ms. Gutierrez 
and the Save the Spanish group are “requesting the reinstatement 
of the Spanish teaching position at Central High School for the 
2021/2022 academic year. Our Hispanic students and community 
do matter!” 
   The letter was also sent to the ACLU, Colorado Department of 
Education, BOCES, Office of Civil Rights and others urging that 
they look into this “institutional discriminatory” situation.  
   The Save the Spanish Program at Pueblo Central High School 
Facebook Page registered over 7,000 visits. You may contact 
Gloria Gutierrez at 719-334-1503 or leave a message on the 
FaceBook page. Students, parents and others are encourage to 
let your concerns known by contacting the school board members 
or the community advisory board of Central High School.

Students seek reinstatement of Spanish, Chicano Studies classes
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Cheech Marín Art Collection at 
Colorado Springs Fine Arts 
Center thru June 26
   Cheech Marin is passionate about sharing Chicana/o art. 
Following the huge success of an initial exhibition of works on 
paper, Papel Chicano Dos was organized as a traveling 
exhibition to bring the artworks of established and emerging 
Chicana/o artists to communities far and wide before it finds 
its home at The Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art, a 
new institution in California devoted to the presentation of the 
collection.
   This exhibition presents 65 artworks by 24 artists 
and demonstrates some the wide diversity of imagery, 
content, and techniques used by Chicana/o artists for more 
than 30 years. 
   Featured artists are Carlos Almaraz, Charles “Chaz” 
Bojórquez, Pablo Andres Cristi, Carlos Donjuán, Gaspar 
Enríquez, Sonya Fe, Emmanuel Galvez, Margaret 

García, Roberto Gil de Montes, CiCi Segura González, Raúl 
Guerrero, Roberto Gutiérrez, Adán Hernández, Benito 
Huerta, Leo Limón, Gilbert “Magu” Luján, César A. 
Martínez, Glugio “Gronk” Nicondra, Wenceslao Quiroz, Frank 
Romero, Sonia Romero, Ricardo Ruiz, John Valadez, 

https://thecheechcenter.org/
https://thecheechcenter.org/
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ALERT! 

If you care about our children, education, 
justice, under served and impoverished 
communities, and our progressive social 
disintegration you must understand 
Healthcare in the USA. It is the most 
important human rights issue of our 
time.  

Why? Because it extracts more wealth 
from Americans than any other essential 
in their lives. 

Healthcare: 

Costs working Americans 3.6 Trillion 
dollars/year. 

It is the leading cause of financial pain 
and insecurity in the USA. 

Medical errors are responsible for 300,000 deaths/year. 

Our children are harnessed at birth as debt slaves by the healthcare/
insurance industry. At today’s cost they will have to pay $500,000 during 
their working years for healthcare. 

Our healthcare quality ranks last among industrialized countries worldwide. 

In the USA healthcare is driven by profit instead of health.  

On average each of us pays over $11,000/year for healthcare. Appropriately 
managed, we can save half of this cost to apply to the many underfunded 
needs in our lives and communities.  

We each pay $3000/year for healthcare waste. 

American healthcare is the greatest mafia scheme ever invented in the history of the 
world and it extracts 3.6 trillion dollars a year from working Americans and this cost 
grows incessantly every year. It is the largest expense the average American will incur 
in their lifetime and is a pure expense that will add nothing to our personal wealth or 
financial security. 

By fixing healthcare we can rescue ourselves, our children, our providers, and create 
unimagined opportunity and financial security.  

This can easily be accomplished by consumers taking ownership and control of their 
healthcare and healthcare dollars.  

Go to https://www.wefixhealthcare.com please buy and study the book and make a 
contribution.

https://www.wefixhealthcare.com
https://www.wefixhealthcare.com
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César Chavez Academy
K-5

Ersilia Cruz 
Middle School 6-8

Dolores Huerta
Preparatory High 9-12

Mission:
To Provide students a challenging, high-quality learning 
environment that develops lifelong learners.

• Small Classroom Sizes
• Full Day Kindergarten
• Challenging Curriculum
• Comprehensive Student Support Services
• Advanced Middle School option to earn high school credit
• Online/Blended courses available
• Only CDE recognized “Early College” school in Southern 

Colorado, which pays for tuition, fees, and books.
• Laptops are provided to all students
• Full Sports Program, including Esports
• Bus services available
• Mariachi Program

Currently Accepting Applications for Fall 2021
Fill out an application online: 

www.chpa-k12.org
or Call 719-504-8734
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• Only CDE recognized “Early College” school in Southern 
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